the fact that she had a young child would exempt her from
such service, but she said no. Only mothers who are
actually nursing infants are exempted. In the middle of
September the troops she was with were sent farther north.
And then she went to Russian Karelia, not far from the
Finnish border, where the troops were building a new
road to the frontier* When the Russians crossed into
Finland on November joth she went with them. There
were also two other women nurses attached to the same
regiment, and this, it seems, is a normal thing in the
Russian Army.
When the Russian troops were given the order to retreat
most of them made off into the forest, leaving the wounded
to freeze to death in the ambulances and in the Finnish
farm-house which was used by the Russians as a field-
hospital. Both the other nurses had been wounded, and
they almost certainly shared this terrible fate* Not a very
pretty example of the civilising influence of the Soviet
Union which they are so anxious to bring to Finland!
This poor girl went off into the forest with a group of
men who had a map and a compass. But somehow the
party got split up and finally she found herself alone with a
Russian doctor, and with whom she was eventually
captured by a Finnish patrol on the shores of Lake Kianta
the next morning.
And now she is the only woman prisoner of war in
Finland. She has been given a room of her own and she
helps the Finnish nurses to look after the wounded Russian
prisoners.
Later I talked to the doctor who was with her when she
was captured. He spoke German, so I could talk to him
freely without an interpreter, I asked him about the girl
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